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To  the  Chairman  end  Members  of 

Qro pis  ..and  >Iiiiingt?.aJLg^Q.-. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


In  presenting  the  report  of  your  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1958 
a few  observations  would  be  pertinent.  As  a whole  the  health  of  your  area  has  continued 
to  bear  satisfactory  comparison  with  previous  years. 

Statistics  1. 


19.55.  (Mid  year) 

1958(Mid 

year)  - R.G.  Estimate 

Population 

27,050 

26,640 

1.  Birth  Rato  (perlOOO  oop.) 

13.05 

15.3  ) 

) 

16.4  ) 

includes  live  and 

" " (Eng.  & Wales) 

15.0 

still  births 

2.  Death  Rate  (perlOOO  pop.) 

13.05 

14.4 

" " (Eng.  & Wales) 

11.7 

11.7 

3.  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Nil 

4.  Infant  Mortality  Rate  22.66 

(per  1000  live  births) 

31.78 

24.9 

22.5 

This  comparative  figure  between  1955  and  1953  has  less  significance  than  would 
appear  at  first  sight  owing  to  the  small  nos.  involved  in  estimating  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate,  Since  1950  this  Rate  has  fluctuated  widely  betwoen  1951  when  it  was  65.98  and 
1956  when  it  was  1 3.44  but  the  general  tendency  is  towards  a docline  since  1950. 


1950 

*51 

'52  ‘53 

'54 

’55 

*56 

‘57 

'58 

38 

65.  98 

30.95  33.08 

42.10 

22.66 

13.44 

15.26 

31.02 

However 

the  "hard 

core"  causes  of 

death  (prematurity 

and  congenital 

malformations 

still  remain. 


There  have  been  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria  since  1952  and  only  2 cases  of  this 
disease  notified  since  1953.  Nevertheless  the  facilities  available  for  immunisation 
against  this  disease  have  not  been  so  widely  used  as  is  desirablo  to  protect  the  population 
at  risk. 


Tuberculosis  continues  to  decline  both  in  incidence  and  death  rate  and  I think 
much  credit  should  go  to  the  work  of  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Units  in  detecting 
early  cases  and  to  the  constant  vigilance  of  the  Public  Health  Authorities  in  prevention, 
treatment  and  cure  of  this  scourge.  It  is  interesting  to  record  that,  of  late,  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis  can  be  undertaken  at  home  and  ovon  at  work  without  detriment  to  the  patient 
or  his  contacts  and  secondly  that  there  is  now  an  even  increasing  emphasis  being  placed 
on  the  problems  of  chest  diseases  as  a whole. 

Measles,  Whooping  Gough  and  Chicken  Pox  continued  to  occur  in  small  outbreaks 
but  the  incidence  of  complications  was  veiy  few.  Although  notifications  of  dysentery 
diseases  notified  amounted  to  one  only  there  was  a noticeable  number  of  cases  of  mild 
diarrhoea and/or  vomiting  chiefly  affecting  the  younger  age  groups.  The  symptoms  usually 
commenced  suddenly  with  loss  of  appetite,  vomiting  with  or  without  diarrhoea  and  ending 
abruptly  after  4-5  days  as  a rule.  Repeated  exams,  failed  to  reveal  any  causal 
bacteria  except  in  one  case  where  Salm.  Typhi  - murium  was  isolated. 

Poliomyelitis 

The  campaign  for  immunisation  against  this  disease  continued  steadily  throughout 
the  year  and  for  your  area  facilitj.es  wore  made  available  for  the  younger  age  groups  and 
expectant  mothers  by  the  County  Council,  at  Willington  and  Crook.  The  amount  of  vaccine 


available,  however,  owing  to  manufacturing  difficulties  was  insufficient  to  supply  the 
demand. 

No  cases  of  the  disease  were  notified. 


Routine  inspections  of  houses  continued  throughout  1958  and  plans  made  out  for 
rehousing  from  slum  property  were  submitted.  .Applications  for  rehousing  on  medical 
grounds  were  reported  to  you  regularly  rand  difficulty  was  often  encountered  in  assessing 
what  degree  of  weight  should  be  placed  on  these  applications,  considering  the  demand  for 
and  the  supply  of  Council  houses  available#  Taken  as  a whole  it  would  appear  to  mo  that 
the  general  scheme  whereby  recommendations  were  made  by  me  in  the  3 categories  listed 
as  follows  was  fairly  s&tisfactoryi- 

(a)  an  ordinary  report  indicated  that,  taking  all  factors  into  consideration,  I could 
moke  no  recommendation  to  you  for  any  priority  on  medico-social  grounds  over  ether 
applicants. 

(b)  a recommended  report  indicated  that  there  were  circumstances  which  could  justify 
favourable  consideration  for  the  award  of  extra  points  in  your  scheme. 

(c)  a specially  recommended  report  (which  was  one  not  often  made)  where  the  facts  to 
me  indicated  conditions  which  warrranted  very  serious  consideration  in  favour  of  the 
applicant  for  priority  in  rehousing. 

It  will  be  realised  only  too  well  that  these  categories  cannot  be  other  than  fluid  and  are 
not  watertight*  However,  generally  speaking,  they  seem  to  have  some  merit. 

The  housing  of  the  aged  continues  to  present  its  special  difficulties,  in  this 
connection  I would  mention  two  in  particular. 

(a)  The  siting  of  houses  for  old  people.  Hero  I appeal  for  consideration  in  any  housing 
scheme,  that  houses  or  bungalows  for  old  people  should  be  so  sited  as  to  give  ready  access 
to  road  and/or  rail  facilities  and  to  a shopping  centre  and  should  bo  so  placed  also  that 
there  should  be  as  little  incline  as  possible, 

(b)  Consideration  might  be  given  to  some  relaxation  in  your  rules  that  bungalows  should 
be  granted  only  to  those  who  have  reached  the  age  of  65  years  (male)  and  60  years  (female). 
There  are  many  people  who  are  old  physically  and  mentally  before  those  years  and  many 

who  are  still  young  and  active  at  these  ages. 

A separate  section  of  this  report  compiled  by  your  Chief  Health  Inspector,  is 
incorporated  with  this  report. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chief  Health  Inspector 
and  staff  for  their  very  good  work  during  the  year* 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  MACGREGOR, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  - 1958 


CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate  - Mid  Year)  26,640 


Area  ( In  jicr es ) • • • . . . • • • •• 

• • • • 

• • a • 0 

• • • • 

15 ,476 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ^Mid  Year) 

• • O 

• • • • • 

• • • • 

8,746 

RutGciblQ  Value  • • • • • « •••  •• 

• • • • 

• • • 0 • 

. ...  £179.493 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  

• e 0 • 

• a a • • 

. ...  £657.18.  Id. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

398 

208 

190 

Illegitimate 

-11 

__6 

402 

212 

126 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 

• • • • 

15.9 

General  Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales) 

(Mid  1958) 

• • 

• ♦ • • 

16.4 

Still  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

10 

5 

5 

Illegitimate 

. ~ 

-1ft 

JL 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  still)  •• 

• lit 

• • • • • 

• • • a 

15.7 

Deaths 

Total 

Males 

Females 

384 

124 

12ft 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  .. 

• a » a 

14 . 4 

Death  Rate  (-England  and  Wales ) . • . . . 

• t • 0 

• • 0 • • 

• a • • 

11.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . . 

• • • 1 

Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

• • • • 

mi 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  ago 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

13 

10 

3 

Illegitimate 

■— ..H 

— 

_TL- 

J2 

10 

-2- 

- 1 - 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  Males  Females 

9 6 3 

-2.  JL  JL 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,0C0  live  births 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - legitimate 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - illegitimate 
Deaths  from  Cancer 
Deaths  from  Measles 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 


• ••  • o • ••• 


• • • toe  • • • • • i 


• ••  • • • ••• 


• ••  • o • to* 


• • • to#  tot 


• • I • • • tot 


..  31.02 

..  22.5 
..  0.03 

o • “ 

..  58 

• • *■ 

..  2 


Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  past  6 years 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Infantile 
Death  Rate 
under  1 year 

Birth  Rate 

1953 

12.54 

33.08 

15.50 

1954 

13.85 

42.10 

14.01 

1955 

13.05 

22.66 

13.05 

1956 

14  • 48 

13.44 

13.89 

1957 

15.51 

15.26 

14.73 

1958 

14.41 

31.02 



15.35 

- 2 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Males 

2 

Females 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

1 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  

- 

1 

4 • Diphtheria  • © • • • • • • • • © * 

- 

- 

5 . Whooping  Cough  . • * . 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ...  ... 

- 

- 

7.  ixcute  poliomyelitis  . ... 

- 

- 

3 • Measles  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ... 

3 

6 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

9 

2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

- 

3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

- 

2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

19 

14 

15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

- 

- 

1 6)  • Diabetes  • • • • • • © • • • • • • • • 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

43 

40 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

32 

24 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

- 

1 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  

31 

53 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

7 

8 

22 • Influenza  • • 0 © • • • • • • • © • • • 

1 

3 

23 • Pneumonia  ©o©  •••  •••  •••  • • • 

3 

7 

24©  Bronchitis  •••  ©••  © • • •••  © • • 

12 

9 

25 . Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

- 

- 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis,  and  nephrosis  

1 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations  

6 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

8 

4 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

1 

34*  AH  other  accidents  

4 

6 

35 • Suicide  0 • • •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— r_ 

- 

194 

190 

- 3 - 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

Measles 

31 

- 

- 

l/Jhooping  Cough 

34 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

4 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis 

9 

12 

3 

Pneumonia 

5 

10 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  and  deaths 
recorded  from  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  past  6 years 


YEilR 

DIPHTHERIA 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

1953 

2 

- 

45 

- 

1954 

- 

- 

16 

- 

1955 

•r 

- 

6 

- 

1956 

«... 

- 

14 

- 

1957 

- 

- 

24 

- 

1958 

- 

- 

11 

--4 


to 

mJ 

O' 


g 


Q 


O 

P£ 

;:£1 

PQ 

t=> 

EH 

Sr! 


CO 

w 

■s 

H 

CO 

M 

Q 

Q 

cq 

M 

P=H 

W 

Eh 

Q 


O 

t>> 

0 

X! 

•P 

bO 

fi 

•H 


0 

0 

ca 

0 

0 

ca 

•H 

Q 

0 

i — I 
,0 
c3 

•H 

•H 

-P 

O 

«H 

O 

0 

o 

S 

0 

•H 

O 

C 

•H 

0 

-Cl 

-p 

0 

0 

> 

•P 

bQ 


bD 

C3 

•H 

£ 

O 


O 

P<4 

0 

Xl 

EH 


i 

*« 

iH 

3 

H 

11 

34 

31 

1 

1 

5 

2 

55  and 

Over 

1 

2 

1 

CO 

1 p 

» 

f * 

m 

1 

1 

3 . 

0 

' ^ 

cv 

I I 1 I f r— T f 

"t 

CV  • 

0 

1 p 

IT\ 

I — 1 

1 I 1 1 1 1 1 > 

io  ~14 
yrs. 

1 

2 

1 

o • 

' £ 

U"\ 

7 

11 

21 

1 

i 

3-4 

yrs. 

H O'  -<t  1 1 1 1 1 

C\i  • 

CO 

1 

I — 1 

rH  O sf  1 1 1 1 1 

p • 

0 p 
■d  >» 

to  rp 

rp  C°i  rp  1 1 H 1 1 

Disease 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping  cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

5 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 24 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25-44 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 64 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65  & over 

4 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

5 

3~ 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  ON  REGISTER 
AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1958 


— - ,r.—  ■„  — 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  Total 

Male  Female  Total 

Male  Female  Total 

Cases 

222  183  405 

115  133  248  653 

- 6 - 


COMP,JL,TIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  FOR  REGENT  YEiJIS 


U N N UAL  RE?  0 ft  T 


(1)  WATER  SUPPLY  s 


The  Durham  County  Water  Board  sire  the  principal  suppliers  of  water  in  this 
area  and  the  vast  majority  of  houses  in  the  area  are  connected  to  their  mains.  No 
houses  are  supplied  by  means  of  stand  pipes  but  a few  farms  and  cottages  are  dependent 
upon  well  supplies.  A typical  analysis  of  a mains  supply  is  as  follows  s- 


PHYSICAL  EXAMINATION 


WASKEPuLEI 

TUN STALL 

Colour  Hazen  Units 

28  - 

■ 75 

40 

Turbidity 

Slight 

Slight 

Odour 

None 

None 

pH  Value 

6.5 

- 6.7 

6.7 

GENERAL  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION 

PARTS  PER  MILLION 

Total  Solids 

50  - 

■ 100 

120 

Suspended  Solids 

Ti 

■ace 

Trace 

Hardness  as  Ca  C03 

Carbonate  hardness 

Nil 

- 1.8 

18.6 

Non-carbonate  hardness 

35.6 

- 67.6 

50.0 

Total  hardness 

35.6 

- 69.4 

68,6 

Chlorides  as  Cl 

10.0 

- 12.0 

11.5 

Nitrates  as  N 

0.31 

- 0.48 

0.13 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  as  N 

0.026 

- 0.233 

0.05 

Albumoid  Ammonia  as  N 

0.073 

- 0.135 

0.08 

Oxygen  asborbed 

4 hours  @ 27oC  as  0 

3.05 

- 9.25 

5.86 

There  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo  solvent  action  in  the  water  supplied  in  the 

area. 

During  the  year  2 samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle  and  both  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Miscellaneous  queries  and  complaints  regarding  water  supply,  including 
complaints  of  excess  chlorination  of  the  water  supply  of  parts  of  the  area,  were  dealt 
with  as  they  arose. 


(2)  VISITS  s 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  undertaken  by  Officers  of  the 
Department  during  the  year  in  pursuit  of  their  official  duties  s 


(1)  Housing  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  • 

(2)  W.C,  conversions  and  defective  sanitary  conveniences 

(3 ) Drainage  ...  ...  ... 

(4)  Water  Supply  ... 

(5)  Food  Premises  ...  ... 

(6)  Shops  Act 

(7)  Slaughterhouses  (including  visits  made  when 

(S)  Tents,  Vans,  etc.  ...  ... 

(9)  Factories  and  Workplaces  ... 

(10)  Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles 

(11)  Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

(12 ) Dairies  ...  ...  ... 

(13)  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

(14)  Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ... 


inspecting  meat) 


2723 

430 

245 

17 

95 

55 

1458 

7 

80 

239 

13 

8 

50 

5 


(3)  NUISANCES  ETC. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  year 
by  means  of  notices. 
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No . of 
Informal 
Notices  served 


No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices  served 


Defects 
Remedied 
after  notices 


Public  health  and  Housing  Acts 

77 

6 

Defective  Sanitary  Conveniences 

39 

3 

Drainage 

11 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

1 

- 

Dusobins 

11 

1 

6 

3 

10 

1 

11 


(4)  SCHOOLS 

Occasional  inspections  of  Schools  in  the  district  were  made  in  connection 
with  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  and  canteen  facilities.  No  nuisances 
were  reported. 


(5)  CINEMAS  AND  PUBLIC  HALLS 

Inspections  of  these  premises  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
appropriate  action  taken  where  defects  occurred. 

(6)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Industrial  smoke  continues  to  causer  little  appreciable  nuisance  in  this 
semi-rural  area.  Nuisances  from  burning  rubbish  and  smoking  chimneys  have  received 
attention  as  they  have  occurred  but  the  Council  hove,  however  shown  their  awareness 
of  the  necessity  to  reduce  atmospheric  pollution  in  badly  affected  areas  of  the  country 
by  their  support  of  the  various  local  committeos  sot  up  to  deal  with  the  problem. 

(7)  PREVENTION  OF  DnMuGE  BY  PESTS 

During  the  12  months  ended  31st.  December,  1953  380  dwellinghousos  and  220 
shops  and  agricultural  properties  were  inspected.  Out  of  these,  132  houses  and 
shops  and  other  premises  were  found  to  bo  infested  by  rats  and/or  mice  and  treatment 
was  carried  out  accordingly.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  domestic 
property  but  shops  and  agricultural  hereditaments  are  treated  on  a cost  plus  supervision 
basis. 


(3)  HOUSING 

Housing  inspections  have  again  figured  prominently  in  the  number  of  visits 
made  by  the  officers  of  the  department.  Work  on  the  Council* s Slum  Clearance 
Programme  was  continued  and  Clearance  Orders  involving,  houses  were  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

A large  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  during  the  year  in  persuading  and 
requiring  property  owners  to  repair  and  improve  their  houses.  The  incidence  of  back 
to  back  houses  in  the  area  continues  to  diminish  but  the  problem  of  this  type  of  housing 
is  still  of  considerable  magnitude. 

Many  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year*  to  the  premises  of  applicants  for 
rehousing  in  connection  with  overcrowding,  measurement  of  rooms,  and  standards  of 
cleanliness. 


(9)  SHOPS  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

Numerous  visits  have  been  paid  to  shops,  food  preparing  premises  and  licensed 
promises  throughout  the  district.  The  overall  standard,  of  hygiene  in  the  shops  is 
satisfactory  and  informal  action  has  sufficed  to/wna%ever  complaints  have  arisen  both 
in  pursuance  of  the  Shops  Acts  and  the  Food  ffy'giono  Regulations. 

The  following  premises  in  the  area  are  concerned  with  the  manufacture  and/or 
retailing  of  food. 

23  Butchers 
5 Chemists 
20  Confectioners 
22  Fish  Shops 
\ 4 Fruiterers 

- 9 - 


63  General  Dealers 

10  Greengrocers 

50  Grocers 

3 Stalls 

20  Restaurant^  School  Kitchens,  Hotel  Kitchens 
end  Canteens. 

9 Bakehouses 

2 Food  Factories 

15  Promises  registered  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  sausages  or  preserved  etc.  food. 

3 Premises  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice 
cream. 

33  Milk  Distributors,  23  of  these  being  registered 
as  dairies. 

The  three  premises  affected  by  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations, 
1947  - 52  operated  satisfactorily.  The  ice  .cream  at  each  of  the  premises  was  sampled 
regularly  for  bacteriological  examination. 

1 application  for  a licence  to  retail  ice  cream  has  been  granted  during  the  year. 
The  total  number  of  premises  registered  for  this  purpose  is  now  69. 


21  applications  for  renewal  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  were  granted 
during  the  year  together  with  25  renewal  licences  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk,  and 
3 supplementary  licence se 

(10)  SLAUGHTERHOUSES s 


During  the  year  18  slaughterhouses  were  registered  for  the  purpose  of 
slaughtering  and  the  state  of  cleanliness  generally  prevailing  was  satisfactory.  Some 
indication  of  the  work  involved  on  meat  inspection  is  given  by  the  making  of  1458  visits 
to  slaughterhouses  during  thenar.  Throughput  at  the  Marshall  Green  Wholesale 
Slaughterhouse  continued  to  increase  to  the  extent  that  it  became  necessary  to  expand 
the  premises  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  carcases  and  offal  inspected  and 
condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  : 


Number  of  Carcases  inspected 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Ovsticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 


Cattle 

Excluding  cows 

3,526 


Sheep 

Cows  Calves  & Lamb; 


1,430  183 


388 


9,495 

15 

24 


Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  11.003  O.48  - 0.41 


Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  2 6 


16,896 


11 

166 


1.04 

1 


Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  251  - - “ 279 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuberculosis  7.17  O.4O  - - 1,65 


No  carcase  was  found  to  be  affected  with  Qfsticercosis. 
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(11)  FOOD  ETC.  CONDEMNED  : 


During  the  year  8 tons  18  cuts.  7 St.  4 lbs.  of  fresh  meat,  and  2 tons  11  cwts. 
3 St.  5 lbs.  12  ozs.  of  miscellaneous  tinned  foods  and  loose  provisions  were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Carcases  and  large  amounts  of  meat,  after  staining, 
are  disposed  of  to  either  Messrs.  Jennings  and  Co.  Ltd.,  Darlington,  or  to  Mr.  Miller, 
Hamsterley,  who  both  operate  private  arrangements  with  the  butchers  affected.  Small 
items  of  condemned  meat  are  burnt  or  buried  privately  by  the  butchers  concerned. 

Unsound  tinned  food  and  loose  provisions  are  buried  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tips. 


(12)  W.C.  CONVERSIONS  : 

During  the  year,  151  conversions  from  ash  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system 
took  place.  The  comparative  figure  for  1957  was  338  conversions  and  for  1956  was 
200  conversions.  The  average  cost  of  each  conversion  was  in  the  region  of  £35. 

During  the  jear  the  Council  commenced  a scheme  for  the  compulsory  conversion  of  the 
remaining  ashclosets  in  the  district. 


(13)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  : 


StatjLfltioq 

Number  of  promises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  9,230 

Number  of  collections  ...  ...  ...  583,960 

Total  refuse  collected  ...  ...  ...  21,014 

Yield  per  premise  ••*  ...  ...  2.276 

Average  haul  to  tip  ...  ...  ...  2 miles 

Number  of  tips  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  men  employed  (average)  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  vehicles  employed  (average)  ...  ...  11  (+1  spare) 


(14)  SALVAGE  : 

57  tons  13  cwts.  of  salvage  were  despatched  to  Tharaos  Board  Mills  during  the 
year,  resulting  in  an  income  of  £504.  0.  4d, 

A sum  of  £53  was  obtained  from  the  collection  of  scrap  tins  from  the  Council 

Tips. 

(15)  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948  : 

During  the  year  80  inspections  of  premises  subject  to  the  Factories  Acts  were 
made,  principally  in  connection  with  sanitary  accommodation. 

In  conclusion  I would  express  to  the  members  of  the  Council  my  appreciation 
of  their  support,  interest  and  encouragement  during  the  year  under  review  and  my  sincere 
thanks  to  my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department  for  their  invaluable  assistance  in  the 
preparation  of  this  report. 


J.  B.  KELLY, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 


' 


■ 


- 


